August 1, 1983

To Whom It May Concern:

I have been a disciple of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh since May, 1982. Before
taking sannyas, I had been exposed to His teachings through books and tapes
of discourses which He gave while still in India, as well as through doing
meditations which He had devised. I chose to become His disciple without
ever having seen Him in person or hearing Him speak live.

There is no way to satisfactorily put into words why I made this important
commitment. The only thing I can say is that what my exposure to Him con-
veyed to me was the vastness and beauty of His love, and His message as I
received it was that God exists as continual creation, and that the way

to adequately worship is to rejoice in this creation--to realize that we
all partake of the divine every minute of our lives in our diverse ways.
Bhagwan opened my eyes to perceive the beauty of existence, to be aware of
its divinity, and to respect and enjoy my life and the lives with which I
come into contact.

Since taking sannyas I've had the opportunity to sit in satsang, silent
communion with the Master, during the two World Celebrations held at
Rajneeshpuram in July 1982 and 1983. Being in Bhagwan's presence has
strongly intensified my feeling of being with a spiritual Master who is
here to show to those who are open to receiving it the fullness of God's
unconditional love and our responsibility to live life with awareness
and joy. The sight of this beautiful being is a most powerful reminder
of this love, and in His silent presence it is possible for the heart to
understand simply and quietly what the head can never quite formulate or
articulate.

When one has heard or read His words from discourses, and seen that He
spent years repeating and amplifying essentially the same message, as

seen from the perspectives of many of the worlds' great religions and
spiritual Masters, it is perfectly clear that words can go only so far,

and that silence was the next and only possible step. Because His presence,
His silence can reach deeper and farther than words, I rejoice to have come
to Him in this phase of His work.
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