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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
I am a professional in the Jewish community, a master of 

arts in rabbinic literature and in education, and an admirer 
of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. As a lifelong explorer into the 
realms of mind, I greeted my first encounters with the works 
of Rajneesh approximately three years ago with suspicion, then 
begrudging delight, and finally unqualified respect. Here is 
a man whose rigorous intellectual acumen sees through the 
forms which have been the instruments of human socialization 
and which bind us to repetitions of our collective and indiv­
idual histories. His integrity is reminiscent of Bertrand 
Russell, who, unlike his contemporaries in the West, broke 
through stagnation in his unwillingness to deny the truth of 
his own experience.

In my inquiries into the history and forms of Jewish 
worship, I had often studied the words of spiritual teachers 
from other traditions. As a practicing Jew and a student of 
Judaism, most teachers and theologians I read left me realizing 
the otherness of their teachings: I ran into a wall of be­
lief, doctrines, and parochialism. Rajneesh’s work bears the 
imprint not of one tradition, but of a man of intellectual 
penetration and insight whose perceptions of the human dilemma 
point not to easy solutions nor to esoteric answers, but 
which instead return the sensitive reader to him/herself, to 
an understanding of the universal human need which we con­
tinuously seek to satisfy. In his ecclectic approach to re­
ligious content and form, he directs those who can hear his 
message to the nexus of all human experience and of all 
religions, to that point of commonality among all religious 
quests.

Rajneesh’s learning is staggering: he writes with equal 
knowledge and lucidity on Jewish mystical teachers, Japan­
ese religious traditions, the great Chinese- mystics, as well 
as the legendary spiritual masters of his native India. And 
he is as conversant with Spinoza and Nietzsche as with Christ 
and Buddha. More importantly than his command of their thought 
is the new light in which he sees these progenitors of our life 
philosophies.

Rajneesh's unique touch has influenced my work with 
youth in formal educational settings and with adults in 
counselling sessions. I frequently quote his teachings, use 
his meditations, and bring a spark of his joy and tone of 
celebration to my classes. His influence has extended to 
my colleagues, indirectly and directly, without a doubt.

There is fear in the Jewish community about this man 
whose message attracts Jewish youth and who is feared to be 
an anti-Semite. I have spoken of Rajneesh’s non-doctrinaire 
approach and the penetrating manner in which he refuses to 
see form and content as inseparable. The rituals which have 
lost touch with human need may in fact be under attack; Judaism 
and Jews are not. Many of his disciples are well educated Jews 
whom he has taught to accept their Jewish roots and Jewishness 
with love. EXHIBIT "A-15"
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I hereby give my support for the granting of a visa 
which would allow this teacher and scholar to remain in the 
United States.

Diane Mintz


